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Julie Grabowski, Director of Elite Dance 
Academy in Brunswick, understands 
that dance is an investment. Not only an 
investment of time, but also of money. As 
a result, she has designed a program that 
offers something for everyone at every 
level of investment. It is a program in which 
the students continuously improve and 
parents see the results. Dancers can begin 
having fun as early as age 2 and continue 
working on their art through high school. 
The return on investment is clear when the 
accomplishments of her former and current 
students are listed: positions on college 
dance teams (Ohio State, UNLV, Toledo, 
Akron, Cincinnati, Ohio U., and Kent St.), 
roles in professional ballet productions 
(Pennsylvania Ballet, Cincinnati Ballet and 
San Jose Ballet), members of professional 
sports dance teams (Arizona Cardinals, and 
Cleveland Cavaliers), performances in Las 
Vegas shows, and appearances in music 
videos. “It makes my staff and me very proud 
to see our students take what they learned at 
Elite and further themselves in dance but, 
with that said, I think our greatest joy comes 
from seeing kids in class each day wanting 
to learn, achieving their own personal goals 
and having fun all the while,” Julie said.

Elite offers a safe and nurturing 
environment where everyone feels 
welcome; like part of a family. The staff 
also understands the importance of keeping 
parents informed, being available to answer 
any questions and doing whatever they can 
to make everyone’s experience positive. That 
philosophy, along with the great instruction 
offered, shows as Elite will have a record 
number of graduating seniors in 2012; the 
majority of which have been dancing since 
the age of 3 when Elite opened in 1996. “My 

staff and I feel privileged to have worked 
with these girls for 15 years; watching 
them grow not only as dancers, but also 
into wonderful young women,” Julie said. 
Leanne Miller and her mom Kathy explain, 
“For the last thirteen years Elite has been 
like a second family to us. We are so grateful 
to Julie and all the wonderful instructors that 
have taught not only the technique of dance, 
but have instilled valuable qualities such 
as responsibility, hard work, discipline and 
team work.  We are also very thankful for the 
friendships we have both made, which will 
last a lifetime.”

Julie’s youngest dancers can get started 
with a Mommy ‘N Me class.  Little ones, 
ages 2-3, start moving to music, get exposed 
to class structure and are taught body control 
with a curriculum that utilizes fun themes 
while enjoying it with mom. “The Mommy 
N Me class is such a nice program because 
it gives me the opportunity to dance with my 
two-year-old daughter, Nicole. This gives her 
a chance to learn and dance with other little 
girls at such a young age.  She just loves the 
princess theme studio and wearing her tap 
and ballet shoes! When I was younger, I took 
ballet classes from Julie, so this makes the 
Mommy N Me class even more special since 
now I am taking my daughter,” said Debbie 
Moulden.

For ages 3-6, Elite offers a Creative 
Movements program designed to utilize a 
curriculum with age-appropriate themes and 
music keeping students engaged and excited. 
As students advance through this program 
each year, new skills and techniques are 
added including crossovers and barre work 
to prepare them for the next level.

All of the Mommy ‘N Me and Creative 

Movements classes take place in Elite’s 
Princess Studio. This one-of-a-kind dance 
room has a castle façade doorway and the 
entire room surrounds the dancer with 
everything pink and girlie; everyone is made 
to feel like a princess!  

Dancers ages 7-18 will fi nd plenty of 
opportunities to focus on the dance style they 
love: jazz, hip hop, boys’ hip hop, ballet, pre-
Pointe, Pointe, contemporary, acro, musical 
theatre, and tap. All classes are geared 
around the skill level of the student. Students 
are assessed to ensure they are in the proper 
class. Class sizes are limited to ensure that 
each dancer receives the individual attention 
they deserve. “Throughout our short time 
at Elite, I’ve noticed a change in the self-
esteem of my daughter.  Julie is patient with 
each girl and really instills a love of dance,” 
says Rochelle Gallagher.

For those students who want more of 
a commitment, Elite offers Dance Teams 
which perform at outside events throughout 
the year, and competitive Companies that 
also compete at regional and national 
events. Elite’s Companies have won many 
choreography, overall and high score 
awards, and its dancers have received 
numerous scholarships from prestigious 
dance organizations including The Edge, 
Millennium and The Pulse. Elite is also proud 
to be the home of Hollywood Vibe’s current 
“National Junior Dancer of the Year.”

One of Elite’s greatest strengths is the 
talent level, energy level, dedication, 
experience, and diverse dance styles of its 
assembled instructors. Each staff member 
brings a ton of real world dance experience 
along with their own individual style. The 
staff is passionate about what they do which 

fosters a rich environment for the students 
to form their own love of dance. Every 
instructor believes that the parents and the 
students should see improvement each year 
as they learn new skills under their direction. 
“My daughters are beginning their 10th year 
of dancing at Elite.  Every year the staff and 
teachers amaze with choreography, costumes 
and enthusiasm. My girls won’t dance 
anywhere else,” beams Jamean Sowa.

The year will culminate with recital (June 
15th & 16th) which is run like a professional 
show. As soon as you walk into the lobby 
of the Performing Arts Center, you are met 
with decorations to match the theme and 
lots of pictures representing our students. 
Lighting, sets and backgrounds set off the 
dancers in the auditorium and make the 
show a production no one wants to miss; the 
2012 show is sure to be the biggest and best 
yet! After watching the last recital, grandma 
Linda Schwarz said, “I was impressed at how 
professional the entire show was.  I could 
see how much work went into it and the 
details were truly amazing; great costumes, 
wonderful dancing and choreography. I was 
even impressed by the safety precautions that 
were taken in the dressing rooms on behalf 
of the kids performing. Everyone involved 
did a beautiful job!”

Elite Dance Academy is competitively 
priced and often lower than other studios in 
the area. Stop in at our open house 
on August 27th from 10:00 am – 
noon to meet our staff and tour our 
facility.  Let us show you what we have to 
offer and you’ll see the results a great dance 
education can make. From there you can 
make an informed decision regarding your 
investment.
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